[Imaging techniques and their impact in treatment management of patients with acute flank pain].
The purpose of this overview is to provide a general summary of the imaging techniques applied at the Vienna Hospital for the investigation of acute flank pain and the diagnosis of stone disease and the evaluation of their efficacy and impact on therapy management. The number of publications on the issue of "intravenous urography (IVU) vs computed tomography (CT)" is abundant; in recent years, advocates of CT make up the majority. In the Department of Urology at the Vienna Hospital, conventional techniques such as ultrasound and IVU besides UHCT still play an important role. This overview presents the advantages and disadvantages of the various imaging techniques for diagnosis of stone disease and evaluates their significance regarding therapy management of patients with acute flank pain.